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lOCATIDN AND Gi.;:HvVu DLSCFilPTION 

Washington County is Maine's and the nation's easternmost cotjnty. Bounded by Hancock, Penobscot and Aroostook 
Counties and the Canadian Province of New Brunswick, it commands the entrance to the Bay of Fundy. By highway it 
is approximately 200 miles northeast of Portland, Maine, 310 miles from Boston, and 150 miles from St. John, New 
Brunswick • 

The county has a total area of 2628 square miles of which over 200 are comprised of Inland lakes and other 
bodies of water. Terrain varies from flat to gently rolling and hilly, with summit elevations of 1000 to 1200 
feet above sea level in the interior sections. Hilly to rugged forested peninsulas and off-shore islands character- 
ize the coastline which is deeply indented with tidal estuaries and inlets. 

The St. Croix, forming the U.S. Boundary with Canada at this point, and the Dennys, East Machias, Machias, 
Pleasant emd Narragaugus Rivers are the principal streams in the county and are fed by numerous lakes and ponds, of 
which J^B are over 10 acres in size. Major lakes are Big, East and West Grand, and Spednik Lake, all greater theua 
20 squai« miles in surface area* 

The county has cold winters and cool and pleasant svomers. Winter temperatures range from 14 to 33^ (average 
daily minlmtim and maximum December to February) at Eastport; summer range (June to August) is ^7 to 69°. Precip- 
itation is evenly distributed throughout the year, with a total of approximately i^O inches. Snowfall averages 
75 inches annually. 
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POPULATION 



Washington County's population in 1950 was 35,187, 

Table No. 1 at the end of the report lists 1950 populations for the various cities and towns. 

Over half (56%) of the county population reside in the nine largest cities and towns — Calais, Eastport, 
Lubec, Machias, Baileyville (Woodland), Jonesport, Milbridge, Danforth and East Machias. 

Slightly more than 1% of the county's 1950 population was foreign born — greatest number, 85%, coming from 
the non-French speaking maritime provinces of Canada, 

This was distributed primarily along the coast, with major settlements at the heads of the numerous tidal 
estuaries and inlets. Over 15% of the county's population resides in commTmities with tidewater locations, 
emphasing the importance of marine resources in the county's economy. 

Age structure of the population is given in Table No. 3. The percentage distributions shown for the county 
in the various age groups are generally similar to those for the state as a whole, with the exception of the more 
elderly group (65 years and over), in which the county has a slightly greater proportion. 



TRANSPORTATION 



Highway ; U.S. Route #1 follows the county coastline connecting settlements at the heads of the various 
estuaries and inlets to Calais, then tiirns north through Woodland and continues to Aroostook County. Connections 
with Canadian routes through New Brunswick and the Maritime Provinces are made at Calais and Vanceboro. State 
Route #9, a secondary east-west route connecting Bangor with Calais, is located approximately 15 to 20 miles 
inland from Route 1. An adequate of tributary roads and highways serve the coastal peninsulas and interior sec- 
tions of the county. 

Rail; Maine Central Railroad provides freight service to southern and eastern sections of the county following 
the coastal route east from Bangor. A line operated by the Canadian Pacific and Maine Central crosses the 
northern part of the county from Danforth to Vanceboro. 

Air ; There is no regularly scheduled commercial air service to the county; nearest facilities are at Bangor 
or Bar Harbor (summer schedule only). Landing fields are located at Eastport and Princeton for private air craft. 

Water ; Principal ports In the county are at Calais on the St. Croix River, which handles principally 
petroleum product imports, and at Eastport and Lubec where fish and fish products constitute the major item of 
commerce . Elsewhere along the coast are numerous harbors and ports for the commercial fishing fleet and for 
recreational boating. 
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MANUFACTURING 



Location of Washington County's 79 maniafacturing plants (exclusive of savmill and logging camp operations) 
is shown on the accompanying map (next page). Statistical data on employment, wages, value of product and size 
of establishment are given in Tables No, <4 and 7 at the end of the report. For the most part, manufacturing in 
the cotjnty is oriented towards natural resource exploitation rather than labor or consumer markets. 

Largest single plant is operated by the St. Croix Paper Company at Woodland and produces newsprint. In late 
1957, this company completed a ^^14, 000, 000 expansion program involving a new paper-making machine in an entirely 
new building, new pulp production facilities and a new power plant. Other forest product oriented mantifactxaring 
industries in the county include wooden bowls and containers, furniture and millwork, Christmas wreaths, and 
wooden toys and novelty items. 

Greatest nijmber of plants are in industries oriented toward the county's fishery resources. Included are 
canning of sardines and herring, and such subsidiary enterprises as manufacture of metal containers, boat con- 
struction and repair, and manufacture of fish nets, fish meals and oils. Second in number are other food 
processing plants including packing and canning of blueberries, vegetable canning and local service industries 
such as bakeries and bottling plants. 
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MARINE RESOURCES 

Aa indicated in the previous section on mantifacttxring, utilization of marine resources constitute one of the 
mainstays of the county's economy, Bevrisg account for over 9056 of total landings by weight and over one-third 
of the total value. Stop seines, weirs and purse seines are the chief types of gear used for the herring catch. 
Total amount and value of 1956 fish landings is shown below: 

Founds Value 

Fish 

Herring, round ^ 56,361,280 $ 918,062 

All others 1/ 1,190,084 26,879 

Shellfish, etc. 

Lobsters 2,^03,775 1,017,442 

Clams, softshell 1,486,265 500,391 

All others 2/ 384,098 171,244 

Total county landings 61,825,502 $2,634,018 

1/ Includes (in order of value of catch) alewives, eels, halibut, pollock, haddock, smelts, flounders, cod, 
hake, mackerel, and wolf fish (catfish), 

2/ Includes (in order of value of catch) bloodworms, scallops (sea), sandworms, periwinkles, crabs, sea urchins 
(sea eggs), mussels (sea), and livers. 



Source: Maine Department of Sea and Shore Fisheries and U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Maine Landings . 1956 . C. F. S. No. 1497, Washington, 
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FORESTRY RESOURCES 



Eighty-five percent of the land area in Washington 
County is forested and constitutes one of the principal 
economic resources of the area, Jn 1957, 32 logging 
camps and savmill operations employed 53S workers and 
paid gross wages of $1,665,334 or an average annual 
earning of 3,095 per worker. Total value of product 
was 5?5,A76,930. Distribution of such establishment in 
1956 is shovm in the map at the left. 

Hardwood production in 1956 totalled 2, 853,^135 
board feet of which nearly BJS was birch. Other species 
included maple, ash, beech, oak and basswood. 

Softwood production, 80/i. white pine, totalled 
25,269,343 board feet. Other species cut commercially 
included spruce, Norway pine, hemlock, cedar, fir, 
pitch pine and tamarack. 

Pulpwood production was comprised of 92,918 cords 
rough and 73,018 cords peeled. 

Other forest production included 68,000 bundles of 
Christmas trees and boughs and 153,000 wreaths. 

Development possibilities in the field of forest 
resource utilization are considered one of the major 
economic potentialities in the county. Creation of 
additional markets for the less commonly used species 
such as cedar, poplar, taraarack and mused hardwoods 
and the manufacture of more finished wood products are 
mentioned as definite development possibilities. 
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOIMEKT 



Blueberries, with 8 to 12 millions pounds harvested annually for a gross return of $1,500,000, are the ~ 
county's chief agricultural crop and account for one-half of all farm products by value. Iiitial processing 
and some canning is done in the county, although much of the crop is shipped to freezing plants outside the 
county. 

For the past few years the comty has been one of several pilot counties selected by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture for participation in its Rural Development Program, Throt^h this program experiments and rec- 
ounendations for land improvement, yield increase and new crop management practices are made. Potentials in 
expanding the county's poultry industry, in the development of sheep raising and for dairying in the Danforth 
area are considered the most promising for development. 

GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION 

Table No. 5 at the end of the report gives the type of government, taxation rates, and estimates assess- 
ment ratios for the various commvinities in the Cotmty. 
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RECREATIDN RESOURCES 



Washington Cotinty»s to\irist, sporting and recreation business reportedly amoimts to over four million 
dollars annually and is based on a vide variety of coastal, inland lake and stream and wilderness scenery. 
The area is perhaps best knovm for its sports fishing, both salt water and fresh, and for wild game 
hunting . 

Other aspects of the tourist and recreation business are based on the county's early settlement 
history and indian reservations, natural phenomena such as the extremely high tides of Passamaquoddy Bay, 
and the county's location on through highwtys to the Maritime Provinces of Canada. 



LOCAL DEVELOPMNT GROUPS 



Washington County Chamber of Commerce, Inc. 
Milton A. Cohen, President 
R.C» Emery, corresponding Secretary 
Eastport, Maine 

Washington County Recreation Authority 
Elbridge S. Davis 
Calais, Maine 

Eastport Chamber of Commerce 
Eastport, Maine 

Calais Chamber of Commerce 

Percy E. Jackman, Secretary-Treasurer 

Calais, Maine 

Jonesport Chamber of Commerce 
Lloyd A. Cummings, Secretary 
Jonesport, Maine 

Lubec Chamber of Commerce 
James L. Simmonds, Secretary 
Lubec, Maine 

Machias Chamber of Commerce 
Machias, Maine 

Calais Industries, Inc. 
Reed V/. Jewett 
9h Main Street 
Calais, Maine 
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Statistical Tables 
Population of Washington Coimty cities and toxms, 1950. 

Percentage distribution by industry group of the employed labor force, Washington County and 
State of Maine, 1950. 

Age Structure, 1950; Washington County and State of Maine compared. 
Washington County Manufacturing, 1957. 

Type of local government, 1957 tax rate, estimated assessment ratio, and equalized tax rate by 
minor civil division for Washington County. 

Retail trade, Washington County, 195U. 

Size of manxifacturing establishments, Washington County, 1957. 



Table No. 1. Population of Washington County cities and towns, 1950 (only minor civil divisions with 

100 or more inhabitants are listed). 

Sources: (1)* 



Addison 8U6 

Alexander 282 

Baileyville 1,821 

Baring Twp. 1^7 

Beals 590 

Brookton Txjp. 206 

Calais li,589 

Charlotte 252 

Cherryfield 90U 

Colvmbia 352 

Coliambia Falls 550 

Cooper 128 

Cutler 14.83 

Danforth 1,17U 

Dennysville 3U5 

East Machias 1,101 

Eastport 3,123 

Edmunds Pit. 288 
Grand Lake 

Stream Pit. 29k 

Harrington 853 

Indian Tx-jp. 221 

Jonesborough k$9 

Jcnesport 1,72? 

Lubec 2,973 



Machias 


2,063 


Machxasport 




Marshfield 


ml 


Meddyberaps 


im 


Milbridge 


1,199 


Pembroke 




Perry 


613 


Princeton 




Robinston 




Steuben 


781t 


Topsfield Twp. 


231 


Trescott Twp. 


362 


Vanceboro 


li97 


Waite 


117 


Wesley 


lii9 


Whiting 


35U 


Whitneyville 


227 


Twp, 1, Range 3 
(Titcombs) 




158 



* See list of references sources at end of tables 
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Table No. 2. Percentage Distribution by industry group of the employed labor force, Washington County 

and Maine, 1950 

Source (1)* 



Percent employed in 


Washington County 


Maine 


Manufacturing 


32.2 % 


3U.2^ 


Wholesale and retail trade 


13.3 


16.8 


Forestry and fisheries 


11.1 


1.8 


Agriculture 


6.2 


9.3 


Transportation, communications and other public utilities 6,9 


7.2 


Professional and related services 


6.7 


8.1 


Constiniction 


6.1 


S.h 


Personal services 


0.1 


5.9 


Public Administration 


h,h 


3.9 


All others 


6.0 


7.U 



1 



* See list of reference sources at end of tables. 



Table No. 3. Age Structure — 1950 — ¥ashington County and State of Maine Coinpared, 

Source: (1) * ' 

% distribution "^^^ 
Washington County Maine 



Age Group 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


65 years and over 


6,1 


6.0 


r' 


5.i( 


55 ~ 61i years 


1 a 


U.6 


«•> 


U.6 


U5 - 5U years 


5.6 


5.6 


5.5 


5.6 


35 - years 


6.2 


6.1 


6.U 


6,5 


25 3U years 


6.7 


6.5 


6.9 


?•! 


15 - 2U years 


7.1 


7.U 


7.U 


?*6 


5 - lit years 


8.7 


8. It 


8.6 




Under 5 years 


5.3 


5.0 


5.9 


5a 



* See list of reference sources at end of tables. 
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Table No. U. Washington County, Maine, Manufacturing 1957 
Source: ( 5 

Average Number of 





VcLLUc OX 






Number of workers 


wChUJU J.OiAtUdl WO 




Product 


Wages 


Wages 


Total 


Male 




reporting 


mi; l^Hf actsariiig 


$liU, 598,121 


$8,565,280 


|3,0U7 


CXJXX. 






116 


% of State total 


3,2% 


2.3^ 


(13,551) 


Ct 1/1 


2 




5.3^ 


Foods 


16,761,3U1 


2,U2ii,079 


2,126 


IIUO 


\.O.rt 
U02 


o>o 




Textiles 


5,028,7U6 


802,292 


2,928 


2?U 


l6l 


113 




Lumber and Wood 


5,931,U72 


1,77U,218 


3,028 


586 


557 


29 




Chemicals 


615,623 


lltl,306 


3,925 


36 


35 


1 




TranspCrtation Equip, 


13,356 


10,267 


1,711 


6 


6 


none 




Misc. Manufacturing 


188, 7U2 


UO,ii73 


2,530 


16 


Ih 


2 




Not elsewhere classified l6,028,8i4l 


3,372,615 


U,U79 


753 


577 


176 





1/ 



* See list of reference sources at end of tables. 

^ Data for St. Croix Paper Co. plant at Woodland included in this group. 
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Sources: (6), (7), (8) -x- 



Minor Civil Division 


tlfpe of Government 


Addison 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Alexander 


Townj 


3 Selectmen 


Baileyville (Woodland) 


Town; 


Manager; 5 Council. 


Beals 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Beddington 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Calais 


City; 


Manager; 7 Council 


Centerville 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Charlotte 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Cherryfield 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Columbia 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Columbia Falls 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Cooper 


Toxm; 


3 Selectmen 


Crawford 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Cutler 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Danforth 


Town; 


Manager; 3 Selectmen 


Debloxs 


Town; 


3 Selec-taien 


Denies ville 


Town; 


3 Selectanen 


£ias u riacnxas 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Eastport 


City; 


Manager, 5 Council 


Harrington 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Jonesboro 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Jonesport 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 


Lubec 


Town; 


Manager; 5 Selectmen 


Machias 


Town; 


Manager; $ Selectmen 


Machiasport 


Town; 


3 Selectmen 



(1) 

1957 Tax Rate 
$ per 1000. 



110.00 
100.00 

66.00 
102.00 

U7.00 

71.00 
66.00 
68.00 
97.00 
7U.00 

77.20 
33.60 
9U.00 
108.00 
126.00 

82.00 
120.00 
116.20 
103.00 

89.00 

U5.U0 
: 16.00 
38.00 

10^.00 
133.00 



(2) 


(3) 


Estimated 


equalized 


assessment 


tax rate 


ratio 


Col. (1) X (2) 


30% 


33.00 




Uo.oo 


in 


11.22 




32, bk 


29% 


13.63 


yy% 


28 .UO 


16% 


29.70 


16% 


30.60 


29% 


28.13 


^% 


25.90 




31.65 




20.83 




28.20 




2o.0o 


y% 


Uli.lO 


26% 


21.32 


22% 


26.UO 


20% 


23. 2U 


2^ 


23.69 




26.70 




2U.52 




18.90 




25.08 




22.05 


22$ 


29.26 



; -■, •..£] 

oca 

v'" . It 





< - \ 












■ . -n- * Irf --.ft'-. 


• ; -^ii 








'SI 


GC« SOI 








A'- rv 








CO. -c^a 




OCT? 




















jO.801 


'■'St 


0:-: (".Q f 








■■ r; r 




' r. f r 






















-as 


OO.cOI 











'. ■■. ' .• ». . . 




.'t i*f ■ '^ f'-- ■■' -"WJ t 'iX'i * f A 






r t-n -,r-5' 

-.-■^ -l^^iv* A0ij.l.i., 




f ( < iV J.' t 




- t* ... . . ^-^ 
















































« 1 r i""^ . 'Tt-j "t" j"^ '\3 '** 


























' r ^;'\,'»'-"^ o r^i/l ^ 


J J * ' V .' i. 












* n( W » 
































r^r-ViV-."; 




' T' 

, .* ? i «T i 




• If " i ■ 4 ' 




























: 







































Meddybemps 
laibridge 
Northfield 
Pembroke 



Prine^Btcn 
Bobbins ton 
Roque Blciffs 
Steuben 

Taliiiadge 

Vanceboro 

Waite 

Wesley 

Whiting 

Whitneyville 
Coddy^rille FLt, 
Grand Lake Stream Pit. 
No. lU Plantation 
No. 21 Plantation 



Townj 
Townj 
Townj 
Tovm^ 
Town^ 

Tovinj 
Toum; 
Tomj 
Town; 
Townj 

Town; 
Town; 
Town; 
Town; 
Town; 



3 Selecianen 
3 Selecianen 
Manager, 3 Selectmen 
3 Selectmen 
3 Selectmen 



Selectmen 
Selectmen 
Selectmen 
Selectmen 
Sele ctmen 



Manager; 3 Selectmen 
3 Selectmen 
3 Selectmen 
3 Selectmen 
3 Selectmen 



Town; 3 Selectmen 
Pit.; 3 Selectmen 
Manager; 3 Selecianen 
Pit.; 3 Selectmen 
Pit.; (3 Assessors) 



* See list of reference sources at end of tables. 



18U.00 #1 53.36 

85.00 tM 19.55 

62.00 5555 3U.10 

78.00 31$ 2U.18 

108.00 agj 27.00 

100.00 JGil 30.00 

60.00 1^ 28.20 

83.00 m 23. 2U 

130.00 35.10 

ItS.OO W 35. OU 

35.00 60^ 21.00 

76<.oo 26,60 

72.00 3^ 21,60 

'8U.0O ^ 29 .Uo 

56.00 M 17.36 

102.00 ^ 28.56 

98.00 m 21.56 

68.00 26.52 

69c20 m 22.8U 

59.00 $m 17.70 
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Table No. 6 Retail Trade, Washington County, 19$h 



Source: (2)^*^ 

Number of 
E s t ablishments 



TOTAL WASHINGTON COUNTY h9h 

Food Stores 170 

Eating, drinking places 35 

General merchandise group $2 
Furniture, home furnishings, 

appliance dealers 18 

Automotive group 30 

Gasoline service stations 6h 
Lumber, building materials, 

hardware, farm equipment 

dealers 19 

Apparel, accessories stores 30 



* See list of reference sources at end of tables. 



Sales 
in OOO's 

28,190 

9,12U 
618 

517 
1,720 
2,526 



1,189 
1,756 
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Table No. 7 Washington Ckjunty - Size of manufacturing establislment l/- 1957 



Source: (U)* 

Employment Size Number of Estalilishments 

Owner (s) operated 6 

Less than $ employees 16 

5 to 10 employees 9 

11 to 25 employees 11 

26 to 50 employees 12 

51 to 75 employees h 

76 to 100 employees 2 

101 to 150 employees 1 

151 to 200 employees % 

U5l.to 500 employees 1 

Combined reporting 2/ 12 

See note 3/ h 



* See list of reference sources at end of tables. 
1/ exclude logging camps and sawmill establishments. 

2/ combined reporting indicates that one company operates two or more plants in state and reports 

eiaployment data for entire operation. 
3/ insufficient data, did not operate, or new firms in 1957-58. 
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Washington County: Industrial Fact Book 
Sources: 

(1) U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census: 1950 Census of Population , Vol. II, Characteristics of 
the Population, Part 19, Maine, Washington, 1952. 

(2) U.S. Dept. of Coininerce, Bureau of the Census: County and City Data Book , 1956 , Washington, 1957. 

(3) Maine Dept. of Labor St Industry; A Directory of Maine Manufacturers , 1958 , DLI Bui. #261+, Augusta. 

(U) Maine Dept. of Labor & Industry, A Directory of Maine Manufacturers , 1957 , "Logging and Sawmill 
Establishments", DLI Bui. #250-A,""Augusta. 

(5) Maine Dept. of Labor & Industry, Census of Maine Manufactures , 1957, DLI Bui. #262, 

(6) State of Maine, Bureau of Taxation, 1957 Assessment Ratios and Tax Rates , Feb, 1, 1958> 9 page mimeo, 
iJ} Fred L. Towers Companies, Maine Register , 1958-59 , Portland, Maine, 

(8) Maine Municipal Association, Maine Municipal Manual, 1957, Hallowell, Maine, 



